
TAGHKANIC BROADBAND COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Broadband Committee met on August 23rd from 2 until 3:30 p.m.  Present we're 
committee members Arthur McGuire, Chris Tallackson and Susan Raymond.  Also present was 
Nancy Rutter. 


At the start of the meeting we showed Ms. Rutter where her property lay on the Gtel 
Broadband map In Town Hall.  We also brought her up-to-date on the history of the Broadband 
program, including the players, the funding phases and the buildout in Taghkanic. 


Arthur then reported on his recent discussion with Jason Shelton General Manager of Gtel. 
Jason remains optimistic on the required timeline although his more optimistic estimate 
mentioned at a County meeting this summer will not be met.  There have been delays with 
build-out. This includes changing the existing lines on poles to make room for the new fiber 
lines and adding poles when needed. Their company must use electricians approved by the 
power company and availability can be a problem. Parts shortages can also cause delays. 
Safety concerns, while always important, have come to forefront as a result of a fatality of a 
worker at another telecom company in Western New York. Weather can of course, slow down 
the project. 


A major concern is that Jason is leaving Gtel in September to take a new position in 
Tennessee. We have since learned that Frank Boscarillo has replaced Jason Shelton and is 
now on board at Gtel.  The announcement said that he has had substantial telecom experience 
in Ohio. I have left two messages with Bruce Bohnsack, the President of Gtel, to find out more 
about the transition but have not yet heard back from him. 


At our August meeting, Nancy Rutter and Susan Raymond expressed concern about the lack 
of communication from the Town Board and the Committee regarding the Broadband issue.  
We discussed the two Saturday meetings, the presentations by Jason Shelton, the monthly 
presentations of the Broadband Committee Chairman, the present lack but future expectation 
of an emailed Town Newsletter, and the limited number of resident email addresses that have 
been given to the Town Clerk. Both Nancy and Susan felt that more needed to be done and 
planned to contact the Town Board.  Their emails are included in today's Board Meeting 
materials. 


On a bright note there is anecdotal news of the progress that Gtel is making. I have been told 
of new utility poles being installed and of workers walking through residents’ property. Many of 
us have noticed the installation of underground cable on parts of Taghkanic Road. 


The Broadband Committee will continue to monitor and report on this progress. 


Arthur McGuire

Chairman
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